
4/10/13 8:19 PMThe Triangle Tribune | Sports | Black Community Newspaper - Marchers rally to keep the vote alive

Page 1 of 3http://www.triangletribune.com/index.php?src=news&refno=7973&category=News

SUBSCRIBE ADVERTISING CONTACT US Site
Map

SEARCH:

April 10, 2013

Volume 15, No. 10  Tonight: Mostly clear with a low of 60

News

Marchers rally to keep the vote alive
 
Published Wednesday, April 10, 2013
by Taylor Shaw 

RALEIGH – The N.C. NAACP stirred up the
fighting spirit in marchers on Tuesday.

“I am here because I am a fighter. I don’t
intend to lose to a system that is trying to
take us back; ‘us’ meaning the people as a
whole,” NAACP life member Delois Sellars
said. “We have to go forward; we are not
going back, we refuse to go back.”

Sellars is not alone.

Nearly 300 people gathered at the Historic Thousands on Jones Street
People of All Colors Justice and Unity Legislative Day at First
Baptist Church on 101 S. Wilmington St. People of all colors, ages,
classes and affiliations came from across the state.

“We are soldiers in the army. We have to fight to keep the vote
alive,” the crowd sang during the rally.

“When we engage in fighting, we get results; we win,” Sellars said.

Covering voting, education, poverty and economic justice, and more,
speakers gave presentations on the overview of the 2013 legislative
session and highlights of the state budgeting process.

“Instead of focusing on a forward and progressive agenda, we have
seen this new ultraconservative Republican-led leadership unleash a
cruel and unusual quadruple attack on voting rights, unemployment,
health care and labor rights,” N.C. NAACP President William Barber
said.

Each attendee received a packet of information including contact
information of legislators, literature on the impact of proposed
bills and sheets that could be filled out to give to legislators on
key issues.

After the rally, the mass met at the General Assembly, where they
visited their respective elected officials.

“We actually get to bring our issues to the people that make the
laws. If we don't come here and show them how serious we are about
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laws. If we don't come here and show them how serious we are about
certain things, we can’t expect them to get things done,” Shaw
student Arthur McKoy said.

Believing that it is not just about civil rights but human rights,
patrons showed who the proposed bills and current legislation hurts
the most.

“We must educate, investigate, advocate, agitate and litigate,” said
Mark Dorosin, senior managing attorney for the UNC Center for Civil
Rights.

House Speaker Thom Tillis received a letter from each of the
attendees stating their concern on expanding voting rights in the
state for all North Carolinians.

Political science students from Shaw lobbied with Project Ricochet of
N.C. against bills that would allow teenagers as young as 13 to be
placed in the adult criminal justice system. Project Ricochet is a
youth empowerment and community development organization. It takes a
community-based approach to finding solutions that assist minority
youth who are prone to anti-social and gang-affiliated behaviors.

With a forward vision of North Carolina, Barber added: “We are not
depressed. We are not rejected. The truth is, if anybody knows
history, there comes a place where you push people so far that they
can’t take no more.”
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