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Baby’s good deed gives life to teenage girl
 
Published Thursday, May 9, 2013
by Taylor Shaw 

DURHAM – Eseosa Evbuomwan beat sickle cell
anemia after a new mother donated her baby’s
umbilical cord blood for transplants.

Cord blood, like bone marrow, is rich in
blood-forming stem cells that can be used in
transplants for patients with several
diseases including leukemia, lymphoma and, in
Eseosa’s case, sickle cell anemia.

“I just seemed normal. I would act like nothing was wrong,” she said.
“I wouldn’t appear like something was wrong.”

The 13-year-old eighth-grader enjoys movies, reading, music and
hanging out with friends. She spent several months receiving blood
transfusions.

Eseosa (pronounced Ey-so-sa) received her first transplant in
November 2011. By January, the transplant had failed. She waited
until the end of flu season and for a match to be found to receive
another one last October.

“That’s when the walk began,” her mother Chinyere (ch-nair-ay)
Evbuomwan said. “It’s been a rough road, but we are grateful that we
are still on it.”

Six months have passed since the final transplant. Eseosa lives at
the Ronald McDonald House of Durham, where she is home-schooled. She
must wait an additional six months to be released.

In November, the same month as her birthday, Eseosa will be able to
celebrate with her friends at a restaurant and theater. She also

looks forward to taking vacations.

“Nothing is pretty much easy. We as the parents actually talk about
going through the stress. I think she went though the pain,” father
Peter Evbuomwan said.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, a baby is born every eight
seconds. Many of the mothers giving birth are unaware donating their
baby’s cord blood, found in the placenta and umbilical cord, could
save lives.
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save lives.

Chinyere would like to thank the families who donated. She hopes that
her child’s triumphant tale will inspire other expecting parents to
also donate live-saving stem cells.

“It could give back years that somebody lost,” Eseosa said. “It gave
me back years that I lost. I am just trying to enjoy them now that I
have them.”

Very few places are available to donate your child’s cord blood. In
North Carolina, the Carolinas Cord Blood Bank, established in 1998,
is a not-for-profit organization that collects umbilical cords from
women who wish to donate their baby’s cord blood for public use in
unrelated donor blood and marrow transplantation.

“It’s just like donating blood to the Red Cross,” said Robin Smith
Berger, collection site coordinator at CCBB. “What is otherwise
thrown away could potentially save a life.”

Dr. Joanne Kurtzburg, medical director at the Carolinas Cord Blood
Bank and Eseosa’s doctor, is a pioneer in the field and has performed
a fourth of all cord blood transplants worldwide.

The no-cost, voluntary and confidential donation is a safe procedure
that will not harm the donor or the baby. Cord blood is collected
after the mother delivers her baby, tested, frozen, stored and
registered through Be the Match, a national marrow donor program.

To be eligible, the mother has to be over 18, give birth to only one
child and have a healthy baby.

“It’s a really good deed; your baby’s first good deed is what I tell
moms,” Berger said.

There is a need for minority and ethnic units. Last year, 15,000
mothers consented to donatingcord blood through CCBB; 9,000 units
actually went in the public bank. Chances of finding a match are
getting better for Caucasian women, but not African-Americans and
other minorities. Recipients of the cord blood do better when racial
and ethnic background is matched.

Participating hospitals in the Triangle are Duke, Durham Regional,
UNC, Rex and Western Wake. The Women’s Hospital of Greensboro also
collects umbilical cords for transplants. For most mothers, the CCBB
can mail a kit to collect cord blood after transplant.

For more information, visit www.cancer.duke.edu/ccbb/ or call (919)

668-1119.

 

Comments

Amazing miracle, thank God for this joyful moment to our family. Esosa, we thank God for you and we
also use your testimony to encourage other families that this works. Thanks to parents support.

Posted on May 15, 2013
 
I thank and praise God for the miracle of cord blood donation that has been such a blessing to you,
Eseosa (and family). God speed your recovery.

Posted on May 14, 2013
 
What a miracle. It's amazing to know that what people normally throw as waste could save a life.
While I congratulate the Evbuomwans' on the recovery of their daughter Eseosa, I will like to say a
BIG THANK YOU to the Medical team and above all to the Almighty God for this miraculous medical
success .
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success .

Posted on May 14, 2013
 
Hurrah, Eseosa, our 'baby' made it, with the help of another baby. Great is our God and greatly to be
praised.

Posted on May 14, 2013
 
Sosa and her family are amazingly strong, and more attention needs to be focused on effective ways
to donate blood, marrow, and umbilical blood for life saving techniques.

Posted on May 14, 2013
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