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Grant fights poverty, supports science in SE Raleigh
 
Published Wednesday, May 1, 2013
by Taylor Shaw 

RALEIGH – Bayer USA Foundation has donated
more than half a million dollars to Passage
Home in efforts to fight poverty and promote
science education in Southeast Raleigh.

Dr. Mae C. Jemison, the nation’s first black
female astronaut, joined Raleigh Mayor Nancy
McFarlane and Bayer CropScience North America
President/CEO James Blome to present a

$600,000 check last month to Jeanne Teadrow, executive director of
Passage Home, at 1201 Angelus Drive.

“This grant is all about building our youth so they can participate
fully in society and making the Southeast Raleigh community a safer,
healthier and viable community for all of its residents,” Blome said
to a crowd of community leaders, elected officials, stakeholders and
residents.

The four-year grant will support the nonprofit’s overarching goal of
alleviating poverty and homelessness while strengthening families and
communities in Wake County.

The grant is earmarked for the development of a new community garden
in the Brown Birch neighborhood. Funds also will be used for an
increased support of STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) education for students involved in Passage Home’s after-
school and summer school programs at the Raleigh Safety Club. A rose

garden will be the centerpiece of the community garden.

Research compiled by the American Community Gardening Association
says gardening helps public housing residents to relax, get physical,
socialize with neighbors and share across culturally different
backgrounds. It also affords opportunities to learn about
horticulture and sustainable environmental practices like recycling.

“I believe that children are like flowers, it is their nature to
bloom. What you are doing right now, you are facilitating them to
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bloom. What you are doing right now, you are facilitating them to
bloom,” Jemison said.

Jemison is Bayer’s longtime national spokesperson for its
presidential award-winning “Making Science Make Sense” science
education initiative. She leads the public education component of the
campaign.

“The ‘Making Science Make Sense’ program helps expand their mind and
helps them think more broadly about what the choices are in their
life,” Teadrow said. “We are helping young people think about science
and education in a new way for themselves.”

The program advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based
science education, employee volunteerism and public education
campaign.

“Science literacy is not a nicety, it is a necessity. When we talk
about science literacy, we are not talking about producing the next
generation of scientists. In the 21st century, people – just to
function adequately – will need a basic level of science and
technology understanding,” Jemison said.

Jemison is also the CEO of BioSentient Corporation, a medical
technology devices and services company, and founder of The Earth We
Share, an international science camp.

The Safety Club planted a ceremonial rose bush in a nearby garden
named in Jemison’s honor. The grant also will support the children of
the Safety Club with increased after-school STEM education programs
for elementary, middle and high school students.

Passage Home was founded in 1991, and fights poverty and homelessness
in the Triangle by focusing on four core areas: housing and support
services, neighborhood revitalization, economic development and youth
development. 

McFarlane and Blome called on other Wake County businesses,
organizations and individuals to support Passage Home’s current
participation in the Steward’s Fund Challenge. The agency has raised
$120,000 but needs an additional $120,000 to qualify for the all-or-
nothing grant to receive matching funds. The four-month campaign ends
June 15.

To donate, visit www.passagehome.org. 
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