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Carolina Theatre exhibit commemorates integration
 
Published Wednesday, May 29, 2013
by Taylor Shaw 

DURHAM – A young black man walks up to an
usher requesting to be seated for a
performance at the Carolina Theatre. “I’m not
going to serve you,” the usher responds. The
black man tries to reason with him but is
denied a seat.

“We don’t want the history to be lost,”
Claudine Day Lewis said.

“Confronting Change,” a walking exhibit, will reverence the civil
rights history of the Carolina Theatre this summer during its 50th
anniversary of integration.

The theatre opened in 1926, serving as a community gathering place
for films and live performances. Blacks were admitted but were forced
to enter through a separate entrance to sit on the second balcony.

In 1963, the theatre was the last city-owned facility to desegregate.

On May 22, Mayor Pro-Tempore Cora Cole McFadden and former Durham
Mayor Wense Grabarek, among many other community members, gathered as
the theatre unveiled plans and fundraising efforts for the upcoming
project.

Grabarek was Durham’s mayor from 1963-71, when the Civil Rights
Movement was in full swing.

“It’s not about letting people see the facility, it is about helping
people understand the story and understand what is so important about
the Carolina Theatre,” President and CEO Bob Nocek said.

The educational exhibit will depict civil rights protesters in Durham
who fought for integration through video interviews, reading content
and photographs of the era. It will be located on the third floor,
where blacks had to climb 97 steps to see a performance. It is
expected to begin before the end of the year.
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expected to begin before the end of the year.

“I’ve been honored for the last few months in meetings where we sit
with people who stood in lines outside of the theatre to hear their
stories and see the energy as they go back and retell this story,”
Nocek said.

Lewis, along with nine community members with a passion for civil
rights and preserving the theatre’s history, were selected to form a
committee to give their account of segregation during the early 1960s
and to provide support for the exhibit. They researched and read old
news clippings.

“It brought some very, very good memories, some not so good,” Lewis
said. “What we tried to do is capture those memories.”

Carl Whisenton, co-chair of the theatre’s civil rights committee,
hopes it will show others how Durham used to be.

“To not tell this story is to disrespect those who made it happen,”
said Tim Alwran, chair of the Carolina Theatre Board of Trustees.

The theatre raised over $12,500 so far.

 

Comments

Leave a Comment

Name: 

E-Mail: 

Submit Comment

Send this page to a friend 

Copyright © 2013 Triangle Tribune

| Homepage | About Us | News | Business | Community Focus | Sports | Arts & Lifestyle | Religion
Health/Wellness | Editorials | OPINION Poll | Tribune BLOGS | View E-EDITION | Events CALENDAR | ADVERTISING | SHOP Local

Carolina | Classifieds
PHOTO Albums | POST Foundation | Charlotte Post | NC Lottery | Other Services

Verizon
Official Site

verizonwireless…
Stay Connected

on Verizon
Wireless Official
Site. Shop Now!

Type the two words


