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Wake narrows superintendent finalists to 3
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 RALEIGH –Wake County Public School System named three superintendent finalists to
lead the state’s largest school district. In a public forum at Memorial Auditorium on
Tuesday evening, the candidates answered questions from the community.

Dr. Dana Bedden, superintendent of the Irving Independent School District in Texas;
Ann Clark, deputy superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools; and Dr. James
Merrill, superintendent of the Virginia Beach City Public Schools, were selected from 23
candidates who applied for the position previously held by Tony Tata after he was
removed in September.

Earlier in the day, the finalists visited schools and talked with students, teachers and
faculty. Bedden toured Millbrook High; Merrill visited Farmington Woods Elementary,
and Clark toured Middle Creek High.

During the forum, audience members asked questions pertaining to community
engagement, school-to-prison pipeline, bullying, digital divide, achievement gap,
advocating for public schools, special education and other key issues. After the forum,
they discussed the candidates, their leadership styles and experience.

“It was great to hear them and their views about what they will expect, especially about
bullying and special education programs. All of these things are very important,”
 retired WCPSS teacher Doris Burke said.

Bedden’s current 35,111 student district covers 38 campuses. His priorities include
implementing a multi-year district improvement plan and a strategic communications
plan. He also initiated improvements in special education and human resources
functions during the district’s most challenging financial times due to state-level funding

cuts.

Bedden describes himself as high energy, high tech and high touch. While in Augusta,
Ga., graduation rates increased nearly 14 percent. Other achievements were
establishing Pennsylvania's first cyber academy and first online summer school. At
School Without Walls Senior High, his students maintained a 95 percent college
admission rate.

Clark began her career in Charlotte as a teacher of behaviorally and emotionally
handicapped children, and has held a variety of teaching and administrative positions in
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handicapped children, and has held a variety of teaching and administrative positions in
the system since then. She was previously a principal for elementary, middle and high
schools, and was named 1994 National Principal of the Year.

“The role of superintendent is to advocate for issues of North Carolina and the county
where they live,” she said.

As superintendent of the third largest school division in Virginia, Merrill developed and
implemented a strategic plan focusing on 21st century skills. Before VBCPS, Merrill was
superintendent of the Alamance-Burlington School System for six years. He spent 16
years in the Wake County Public School System, last serving as associate
superintendent for administration and finance. He began his career as an English
teacher in 1973.

He said his life is dedicated to changing the lives of children. He is clear about the
mission and wants to help students get better.

The school board will conduct final interviews on May 29. An announcement could come
as early as the next school board meeting on June 4. Once a decision is made, a start
date will be announced.

For more information on the candidates, visit www.wcpss.net/superintendent-search/. 
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